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Strategic framework for public 
sector information provision
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Strategic framework for BGS KE
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BGS business services

• BGS has successfully run commercial Knowledge 
Exchange services since 2000

• Our licensed data business is recognised by Office of 
Public Sector information as Best Practice  against their 
Information Fair Trader Scheme

• GeoReports has previously been used by OPSI as a 
case study for successful exploitation of Public Sector 
Information
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What is OpenGeoscience?

• Free open-access Web portal

• Providing maps, photos, databases, reports, 

educational resources and software

• For non-commercial private study, research and 

educational activities

• And for innovation for the benefit of others

Showcase for BGS 

materials already 

released, and platform 

for accelerated open-

access provision
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Free geological data -

available in GIS format 

- for UK universities 

and the higher 

education sector, to 

support teaching and 

learning within the 

geosciences
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EDINA
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GSI3D is a software package for 

modelling and visualising the 
subsurface in three dimensions. 

GSI3D uses digital geoscience data 
and geological expertise to rapidly 
produce 3D geological models without 
the need for highly trained software 
experts

Joining fees for research consortium : 
€1000 university; €300 student

www.gsi3d.org.uk
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Impact of OpenGeoscience
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Total Hits www.bgs.ac.uk | 2007-2010
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www.bgs.ac.uk visitor stats

week commencing 7 Dec 2010

• Hits 20.6 million

• Page views 2.56 million

• Visitors 267,000

• During the peak on Monday 7 December an 
average of over 1000 hits [files] per second being 

served out to visitors by the web server. 

Normal visitor monthly average is 70,000
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•OpenGeoscience was published on the BBC 

News Online site on Monday 7th Dec.

•Fifth most read story of the day on the entire 

BBC website with 300,000 page impressions

•"most shared" story, with double the 

number of referrals of any other story.
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BBC site statistics on Mon 7 Dec
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What did visitors click on?
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BBC Feedback on OpenGeoscience

• Jonathan Amos, BBC correspondent said:

• OpenGeoscience was so popular because it 

actually gave people something “to play with”

• Demonstrates that there is a world of ‘digital 

natives’ out there who are hungry for rapid online 

access to information about their ‘place’
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Feedback from the GI world

• OpenGeoscience was cited by senior GoogleEarth

executives in recent presentations

• Jack Dangermond, Global President ESRI inc. (the 
‘Bill Gates of GIS’), has taken a personal interest in 

OpenGeoscience and offered to promote it

Feedback from universities
• “Literally putting geosciences 'on the map'. It will become a 

kind of 'GoogleRock' ” - Open University

• “Capacity to transform the way in which geosciences are 

taught in universities” - Birmingham University
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Feedback in the blogoshpere

• Blogs – positive and 

interested audience

• Twitter 180+ tweets 
‘British Geology’ or 

OpenGeoscience

• YouTube - 7000 

views OG help video

• YouTube contacted us 

to offer advertising on 

our site due to high 
useage!
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OpenGeoscience mashups

• A key aim of OpenGeoscience was to allow people to 
‘mash-up’ BGS data with their own information.

• The user community is already taking advantage of the 
web map services available within OpenGeoscience and 
a number of “mashups” have already been created. 
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Land cover and surface geology of East Anglia
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Bracknell Caving Club
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Ordnance Survey OpenSpace
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Global reach
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What’s next for OpenGeoscience?
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Better support for mobile devices

Web Map Service & mobile technologies are converging to 
allow instant access to datasets wherever you are.

iGeology App 

released Sep 2010
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Publishing Linked data

• Online data will become increasingly linked and 
searchable with the Linked Data Web

• BGS is looking to publish a number of its data 
and digital products as Linked Data.
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Borehole scans
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Map scan delivery



© NERC All rights reserved

3D
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Questions….

• How is the data used?

• Enough and the right data?

• Barriers to take up?

• Building partnerships?

• Integrating with teaching programmes?

• New developments e.g. Mobile, VLEs?



© NERC All rights reserved

Licensing BGS Data and Information to Universities

BGS policy is that all data/information is free for non-commercial academic 
teaching and research where research results are made publicly 
available

A fee may be charged where:-

• It is a large/complex request or where the data is of a sensitive nature

• Research is being carried out for a commercial funder/sponsor

• A university is competing for funding with a private company (IFTS)

In return BGS requires:-

• A simple licence to be signed by the institution

• The institution to ensure any students are (legally) bound by the 
institution

• There is an academic supervisor’s signature included

• BGS/NERC receives acknowledgement


